Eleen 5. Stommes, Deputy Administrator
USDA-AMS-TM-NOP

Room 4007-5, Ag Stop 0275

P.O. Box 96456

Washmgton, D. C. 20090-6436

Re:  Comment on National Organic Program
Proposed Rule- Docket Number: TDM-94-00-2

Dear Mz, Stommes,
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for the reasons grven below. Most of thus letter will center on comments arising from Section 205,103,
prohibiting certain phrases on labels, The proposal would result in just two categories of beef — organic and
conventional — and consequently have negarive effects on both the buying and the selling of beef in cur store.

s canse : if_purchasmg besf: I have several objections to various
sections of the proposal as they affect the runming of our meat department: Sections 205,103, 205202, 205,13,
and 205.14. However, [ will focus on just two issues: cenification and price. First, as we read Section
205.202, we have confiusions and concerns. [ feel that we should be able to sell organic meats if we decide 1o,
However, the required procedure is unclear from the language of this section: when we get in fresh “organic®
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The cerification procedure itself has problems because (in Section 205.219) the certifying agent is
given all the accountability relating to the certification process, vet only the USDA administrator can de-certify
a facility ﬂmpuﬁﬁmhﬁHMmﬁﬁingngmmhﬂumﬁmﬁym&-mﬁﬁruwﬂLﬂuhrﬁm
closest 1o the situation. Owerall, retailers would have to (literally) *buy into” a certification system in which we
can have hittk: confidence. The record- keeping requirements under Sections 205,205 and 208216 are a burden
and overly complicated.
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important aspect of the buving decision We concur with the estimate we have read that the added cost of
producing will be at beast $100/head. This added cost will be generated from the fres of certification, especially
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which to purchase. Thug, [ have grave concems about Sections 205421 through 205.424. Al these added
costs that we will meur may result in retarl prices that are 100% higher than conventional beef 'We are not
gningwhedﬂ-:tu:]nlg:lﬁhlmuaﬁpﬁwdiﬁurmﬁalﬁr"nrm:'hmf—ﬁpﬁiaﬂyﬁdmmnhapthﬂmF
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l : ' gal in terms of s beef.  With this proposal, the government 1s
eliminating an entire category of natural beef. it would make all beef sither organic or conventional  Yet
th:diaﬁmg:mpufmmmmﬂuﬂdmﬂamﬂﬂufhym,?ﬂm'mapm‘i':};:udis
willing to pay a higher price for a higher quality mear One of our meat buyers has zaid of the Coleman
product: "Everything they don't do to the cows=— that's what the consumer wants



